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Thls ‘accident’ occurred durinq ini t . " ir
approximately’ 1335 hour_hon ‘August 13,%4990,%a ‘snag re;'f
firefighter working ‘on 'a ‘hoselay attemptlng +0- contai

whe fire was burning njmoderate to steep . slopes in 8
understory ‘of timber.i#The firefighte eceived a blow
broke his helmetinto multilple pieces,“but ‘the ‘helmet
somewhat intact.dmhe'victlm was treated by EMTs withln;s ds
accident ‘occuring "paramedic was on Scene within'‘id- ls*iify
he victim was 'bein ‘transported by CDF helicopter_ Hillows a
Enloe Flight Care helicopter (with. advanced life su Y ¥tothe ]
hospital in less’ than 60 minutes of the'accident.:Theﬁfirefighter

guccumbed to his injuries on _August 14,1990 at 1005,

(FIRE LINE CONDITIONS

J,LUsing "a sample site, ‘the fuel was’ detegi ned to be simi %o
“NFFL fuel model 10 with'a’ predominance of Ponderosa ine ‘and
Douglas Fir with some scattered Oaks. "The ‘understory was™
scattered brush up to four feet in. height..-, .
‘trees were poisoned about 30 ‘years ago to” ;
to conifers. .:As a result there were numerous. snaqg in. the'@@

area. = O s SR
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The understory on the site was approxinatdly 90fpercentﬂw§
‘éonsumed with remnants of brush 1.5 to 4.0 feetiin heigh
The overstory (timber canopy) was less thanﬂ O%percent“

=Vegatative cover on site’ is estimated at ‘90 to 1
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e total fuel load was;
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e accident site" Tsfiocatedﬁinfgfﬁﬁavy canopy?on’dteep%=

slopes.'iThere is an access |

ki 22N17). 'and a lower road (cul’

j ;The slope where the hoselay lea es the Jower road’ is ;‘ o

percent and - decreases to abou ,gpercent at the: accidengﬂ
ite.%ﬂFooting is difficult, “#assistance needed to pegi}”
e ascent. /Thereafter, trave low while supporting the

ﬁposelay or . wonstructing Jhandline e
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The accidentﬁsita is on a horthwest exposure.
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At approximately 1000 hours, Division‘ngssigned'two“engines“toféuppqg€?§
“hoselay from the upper road to the lower road to_contain;a;slppover;ﬁﬁgpg
“remaining three engines of the strike team are assigned;*twortp!the’ldﬁég
‘yoad and one to the upper road to ‘patrol and keep the firi(frgggﬂnmpiaq

:thé roads.
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hours, the 1500 foot hoselay s -about 10 €

e g R
t approximately 1250 7 “is -abot ,
“ompletion. Personnel heard individual trees burning rapidly %
47ﬂnd_Werﬁh?Far?wof.thg,sggggqlh ncrease in‘fire int
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1 At approximately 1300 hours, the spotfire ocurred above the lower r
.The original hoselay was continued to‘&ttack‘the”left\f}ank'bflgheﬁ
t¥spotfire. The left flank attack was abandoned in favor of a right ‘flank
sidirect action to allow the spotfire to bur -into the main fire slopover.:
%ﬂkt this time, ‘the original hoselay became :”upplyj1inef:g;;§§}_j;pipdé?

e

a single snag 20 to 30 feet"tall'féll;;nggétruck“theﬂébrﬁ;'“
first EMT was on the scene in five seconds . wwAir drops
g'to”support'the'ground“units and allow a CDF -3y
and transport the patient. *Engines were mo

‘and a landing zone was wet down on the roqd-just west of the hoselay
.:The patient was stabilized and brought down to the landing zone within
“‘approximately twenty minutes. The CDF helicopter departed to Willows

Airport at approximately 1401 hours. The CDF helicopter arrived at ]
__Willows simul taneously with Flight -Care helicoptern(ALS)'gt‘gpprOxinately_
££1419 hours. :-The Flight Care helicopter landed at Enloe Hospital on the .,

‘roof at approximately 1455 hours. -
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>Vﬂe_acciden;;occurred during an agqressivefﬂi}dland“}ﬁItial'attack“bﬁ;§2f
E?potjfire;*ﬁThe hazard (a snag burning at its base) was identified by the
‘work supervisor, -pointed out to the employee, and acknowledged by the =~
.employee. There was insufficient time'toffellfhhéﬁénagﬁahd‘felling‘itﬁ

e snag starting

%would also have been hazardous.‘chworkers}ngarbyfsaw;;h s
_ ings 1y “came too’
truck the vict _his hard |

jto fall and cried out "SNAG;HﬁESNAG!F,_theéqfwarningszapparent
‘late as the victim did not move. > The snag st im «
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