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“The tip-over happened in slow motion.
I keep replaying the slow roll-over,
over and over again in my head.”

Dozer Operator

Narrative

This day, August 12, was hot. | was part way through my shift
as a dozer operator. My assignment for the day was putting in
another blade of dozer line across the ridge and along the
black in my Division. This was my second day working this
piece of the line.

The terrain was rocky and steep. | was using the dozer to side-
hill along the black. Due to dusty conditions working the
dozer, visibility was marginal.

Around noon, | was working on a section of line that had a
brush pile | was clearing out. The brush was pretty thick. |
therefore didn’t realize that | was about to roll up onto a large
boulder that was hidden under the brush pile.

Rolling up on this boulder made the dozer tip over on its side.
It all seemed to happen in slow motion. There was no violent
bounce. | was wearing my seatbelt which kept me in the cab during the rollover. | was able to remove myself
from the cab. | realized that | had no injuries from this incident.

A Dozer Strike Team was able to upright my dozer back onto its track. Ground Support inspected the dozer
and found no damage.

LESSONS

«» Use a swamper to scout for possible hazards ahead of dozer line construction.

0,

“» When operating a dozer, don’t feel pressured to stay directly against the black when a “safer line”
may pull away from the black for a little ways.




Do you have a Rapid Lesson to share?

This RLS was submitted by: . ;
Click this button:

Terri Knauth, NIMO Safety Officer,

and the Region 5 RLS Team. Share
Your Lessons



https://creator.zoho.com/lessonslearnedcenter/rapid-lessons-sharing/
https://creator.zoho.com/lessonslearnedcenter/rapid-lessons-sharing/
https://creator.zoho.com/lessonslearnedcenter/rapid-lessons-sharing/
https://creator.zoho.com/lessonslearnedcenter/rapid-lessons-sharing/
https://creator.zoho.com/lessonslearnedcenter/rapid-lessons-sharing/
https://creator.zoho.com/lessonslearnedcenter/rapid-lessons-sharing/
https://creator.zoho.com/lessonslearnedcenter/rapid-lessons-sharing/

