NARRATIVE

The Kentucky Division of Forestry district office at Hazard
Tuesday night October 29, 199
Neon, Kentucky

Kentucky received a phone call on
approximately 10:50 p.m. from the dispatcher at
The dispatcher informed us that there was a fire in Hogg Hollos

at Neon, Kentucky. The Neon and Mayking Volunteer fire department:

were responding to the scene. The Division of Forestry dispatche:
advised that all Letcher County forestry crews were tied up or
other fires at the time. The fire department dispatcher was
told that a Division crew would be sent to the scene as soon as
a crew became available. The dispatcher was also told that the
Division appreciated the volunteer fire departments cooperatior
and help in responding to the fire at Hogg Hollow.

The Hazard forestry office received a second call from the
dispatcher at Neon Volunteer Fire Department about 11:00 p.m.
They said that the fire department urgently needed fire rakes.
They were told that possibly rakes could be delivered to Neon
from the Sandlick or Whitesburg Volunteer Fire Departments.

The Letcher County guard and the Unit Ranger for Letcher
County were working a fire on Dry Creek on the Knott-Floyd County
line. They were informed of the Hogg Hollow fire in Letcher County
at 11:00 p.m.

One of the seasonal crewleaders for the Kentucky Division
The

of Forestry came off the Smoot Creek fire about 11:30 p.m.
Hazard forestry office told the crewleader of the Hogg Hollow
fire and he was asked to respond to that fire.

The Unit Ranger and Letcher County guard were advised that
the Letcher County crewleader was in route to Hogg Hollow as of
11:50 p.m.

The Letcher County guard 1left from the Knott County fire
en route to Hogg Hollow at approximately midnight.

The accident happened before the seasonal crewleader or the
Letcher County guard arrived at the scene.

The Hazard Office received a third call from the dispatch

at Neon at 11:30 p.m. The dispatch said that the Hogg Hollow
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The district forester for the Kentucky River District,

Kentucky Division of Forestry, David Peercy, received a phone

call from Unit Ranger Howard Ratliff, Jr. approximately 3:10 a.m.,

Ratliff informed the District Forester that
One firefighter

October 30, 1991.

there had been an accident on the Hogg Hollow fire.

was dead and three were injured. Ratliff advised that both the

seasonal crewleader and the Letcher County guard with firefighting
from the Kentucky Division of Forestry were at the scene.
not to put the crews in the woods
This

crews
However, the decision was made
until daylight and until the situation was investigated.

discussion with Unit Ranger Ratliff was forwarded by District
Forester David Peercy via phone call to Jerry Zoochi, Regional

Forester at Frankfort, Kentucky at approximately 3:15 a.m., October

30, 1991.
Unit Ranger Howard Ratliff and District Forester David Peercy

of the Kentucky Division of Forestry arrived at the Neon Volunteer

Fire Department office approximately 9:40 a.m. on October 30,

1991. The Kentucky State Police and the State Police Arson
Investigator were already at the scene and much of the

invéstigation had been carried out.

Hogg Hollow is a narrow one lane road that runs northwest

off of Highway 317 in Neon, Kentucky. The road services several

homes and an active deep mine at the head of the hollow.
The bank faces

the

The fire started on the ditch line bank.

toward the south-southwest. The bank leads directly into

woods. The fuel on the bank consisted of leaves and small twigs

and branches from a variety of hardwood species such as oak, hickory,

beach, maple, etc. No homes appeared to be in a direct line of

sight to where the fire started.

The Neon Fire Department said that they received the fire

on Tuesday October 29, 1991.
-11:30 p.m. on

call between 10:15 and 10:30 p.m.
They figured the accident occurred about 11:15

October 29, 1991.
The Jackson Weather Service reported a temperature of 66°,

humidity at 37% and east winds at 10 m.p.h. at 10:00 p.m. on Oct.

29, 1991. The temperature was 65°, humidity 38% and east winds

at 8 m.p.h. at 11:00 p.m.
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Ratliff and Peercy examined the scene of fire origin with

the State Police trooper and the state arson investigator. Peercy

and Ratliff along with Neon Fire Department Chief Carter Bevins,

then climbed up the roadside bank and examined the area which

was burned and looked at the exact spot where the accident happened.
There were two flats or benches in the area. The second bench

was approximately 60 feet wide. Behind this second bench area

was a very steep slope leading up to the top of the spur ridge.
found at the back of the second bench area.

The _victims were
straight in 1line with the

Apparently they had tried to escape
advancing fire. However, the slope was toc steep to climb and
there were the remains of an old wire fence just a few feet

No doubt this hindered their escape

also,
up from the base of the slope.

efforts.
The fire scars on the base of the tree indicated the fire
was not real hot as it left the ditch bank and entered the woods.

The fire scars were not in excess of three 'feet or so even as

the fire advanced up the slope to the last bench area. However,

when the fire reached the last bench area, fire scars were observed
to reach 20-25 feet up the back sides of the trees. This indicated
that the fire was extremely hot at that time and place.

A small drain lead all the way up the slope from the Hogg
Hollow road. Behind the last bench area was an extremely steep

It is believed that possibly some incomplete combustion
These

slope.
had occurred on the lower slopes with a build up of gases.

gases were essentially channeled into the bench area and then

blocked by the rugged slope.
of wind currents there was rapid combustion and

As more air was moved into the bench

area by means

an extremely hot fire.
The forest fire was contained by Kentucky Division of Forestry

crews on Wednesday October 30, 1991 in the early evening hours.
The four firefighters in the accident were the first firemen

to respond to the fire. Other firemen did respond after the initial

four arrived.
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were:

4

The four firemen - members of the Neon Volunteer Fire Depart

John Emerson Spangler - SSN .- _

‘John R. Adams - SSN

David Paul Polis II - SSN
Robert Wayne Cox - SSN

Emerson died at the scene;
Adams - admitted to UK Med Center - severe burns -45-60%

Polis - Whitesburg A.R.H. - 2nd degree burns; abrasions

Cox —Whitesburg A.R.H. - 2nd degree burns; back pain.



" k Neon Volunteer Fire Department

P. 0. Box 156
Neon, Kentucky 41840

Phone 855-7303

On (0-29-9/ at approx. [0:30 p.m. a call was neceived at the Neon
Volunteen Fine Depantment {rnom a neaident of the Hogg Hollow Section of

Fleming—”eon aepoaténg a Bruah Fine .

The Foneatny Diviaion waa notifed but raid thein cnews wene tied
up on othen f&ae4,

The Appropriate alarnma wene sounded and Finefightena Mikbe Baken
living at the beginning of the hollow annived finat on the acene and
conféamed the fine thua an engline and peaaonell neAponded to the acene.

Neon Volunteen Fine Depantment membena John Adama, Robent Cox,
David Polia Jn, Trney Quillen, and John Emenson Spanglern whom had been
aiding membena of Maykéng_ftatéon and heand the alanm aound and neaponded

to the Hogg Hollow Bruah Fine.

Retunnén; nom meetinga (n ﬂaéand approx. 40 milea nonth of Neon

wene Aaat. Chief of Reacue Thomaa faynea and Aaat, Chief F.G.0. Sam W.

Quidlen, Jn.

Aaat. Chief Haynea anniving {inat, immediatly made the call for
addidtional Fine Rakes which wene brought to the acene by Jenkina
P.D. O0fficen and Volunteen Finefighten.

The Fine waa then bunnung in a V pattenn on the Right aide of the
road coving apphox. [/4 acrne with amald {lamea and a mild flame Apaead.

Asat. Chief Quillen annived on the acene and the wonk continued
to contain the fine utéli;éng Fine Depantment pnatocal wonking in
two man teama.

At approx. [/:15 a audden change (in wind apeed and dinection
caured the fine to bunn mone napid and intense and the call waa
%Lven that thene was a man down, Immediate Recue opernations wene

egan by on Scene penaonnel with additional pensonnel nequested.



Neon Volunteer Fire Department

P. 0. Box 156
Neon, Kentucky 41840

Phone 855-7303

Two Ambulancea wene déApatcﬁed meediatly fnom the Neon Station
Reaponding immediately wax the Neon Police Depantment and Mayking
ine Depantment.

The Finat Féaefigﬁten Robent Cox waa Located within Minutea and
Immedéatly Fénefégﬁten John Adama waa located and wasa at that time
the moat aevenely Ln}uned.

Both men wene nemoved fnom the foneat to the awaiting ambulance.
and bunn and ahock tneatment began.

David P. Polia Jn. wan able to croas the top o{ the mountain
even though he had auffened nevene bunna to hia body. David Paul
had managed to come off to the ﬁngay taaveléng approx. 3/4 mile.

All thnee men wene tnanapoated to the Wﬁéteabuag Appa[acﬁaén
ﬂodpétal émenency Room.

An Immediate head count of Finefightens waa taken to detenmine
the numben and Lndentéty of any miaaLng peaaonne[. The aseanch
continued agd the count indentified atidl miaaing John Emenaon
Spanglen a Finefighten with the Neon Volunteen Fine Depantment
as the aeanch andgnqtue wonk continued additional penaonnel {rom
Neon Volunteen Fine Depantment and Whiteabung fine depantment and
Jenkina Fine Depaatment wene aummonded to the acene to aid in the
aeanch fonr John (Emenaon/.

, Chief Canten Bevina waa out of town but noté{ied of the injunie
0{ the {Lne{igﬁtena and meediatly began hia traveld back to ?1emén9—

eon.

At 2:04 a.m. on (0-30-9/ John Emenason Spanglen was located and
the comnen of Letchen County Winaton Meade notified. Alaro notL{éed
due to the auapicloua causre of the fine wene Ky State Police Araon
Inveaigaton Jamea Bunnett, Foneatny Divialon alao notified wene the
propen atate and federal agenciea ax to the fatality and {njuniex

of the fiae{igﬁtena.



Neon Volunteer Fire Department

P. 0. Box 156
Neon, Kentucky 41840

Phone 855-7303

The Thnee Finefightena Tnanaponted to Whiteabung ARA .

John Adama: Extenaive bunna to hia face, head, neck, wniat,
handas and lowen extnimitiea ﬁo4p£tal eatimates wene 60-80% of hia
Lody. [neatted and tranafened to the Univenaity of Ky Bunn Unit
in gnétéca[ Condition.

Robent Cox: Admitted to WARH with sevne bunna to lowen lega
ace and back palin.
4 P

David P. Polia: Admitted to WARH with sevrne bunna to lowen
back and buttocka.

Dunén9 [ntenvéewing eye wittneases to the magnétude o{ the
fine duning the increase of the wind apeed and change of dinection
thein accounta ane, it looked like a gﬁae tornnado and laated only
seconds and then a cny fon help {nom Robent.

Robernt and David both aay that they believe that Emenason
could have made it out, but he atayed behind to give asniatance
to John and Robent because the dinection they had nan waa veny
atep to climb and the féne waa advancéng guéckly.

Therne ia no evidence of any miaconduct on neglegance on

the pant of any O0ffcicen oﬁlFLaefégﬁten on the acene.

The cause o{ the Fine ia 2tidl unden inveatigation by the
‘kentucéy'jtate Police and Foneatny Diviaion. b
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