Event Type: Drip Torch
Burn Injury
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Date: September 20, 2015

Location: Yellow Jacket Rx Fire, Est. 2002
Colorado

I got down on the ground
and started to roll and throw dirt

onto my leg—which finally put the fire out.

NARRATIVE

| was on a firing operation on a prescribed fire, bringing fire behind me
with a drip torch.

After going through a very thick patch of brush (more than 10-feet tall) |
felt my right leg getting hot.

| looked down to realize that my Nomex pants were on fire from drip
torch fuel.

| stopped to attempt to smother the fire with my gloves—but couldn’t get
the fire out. So | got down on the ground and started to roll and throw
dirt onto my leg—which finally put the fire out.

| then let my Squad Leader know what happened and was given medical
attention by our crew EMT.

Second degree burn
on the firefighter’s right calf.

He cooled the burn by using bottled water, cleaned the wound and
bandaged it.

Transportation to the regional medical center was done using the crew chase truck with a Squad Leader as driver.

| received a 2nd degree burn on my right calf about the size of my hand. | was given anti-bacterial cream and bandages
and was instructed to keep the wound clean and change the bandages twice a day for the next 4-5 days.

LESSONS
v While using a drip torch in thick brush it is important to maintain positive control of the tip.

v" Think about a drip torch similar to a chainsaw in dense brush—you always watch the tip and know where it is.

This RLS Submitted by: Do you have a Rapid Lesson to share?
Crewmember Click this button:
Share

Your Lessons



https://creator.zoho.com/lessonslearnedcenter/rapid-lessons-sharing/form-perma/Rapid_Lessons_Sharing/

